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Meeting Open – 19:03 

Present – Councillors Hallchurch (Chair), Phil Cornish, Blackman and Edwards 

Apologies for absence – Councillor Kingdom (medical) 

Minutes of meeting held on 14th July 2025 

Approved as correct record (1 x abstention).  

Public Session – There were no members of the public present. 

MDDC – Planning Decision Notices  

1. 25/00719/FULL – Construction of equine manege at Land at NGR 309526 112497 Northcott Farm, Ashill – 
APPROVED 

2. 25/00849/CAT – Notification of intention to crown reduce by 2-3m, crown lift by 1-2m and remove all major 
dead wood from 1 Yew tree within a Conservation Area at Beech House, Commercial Road, Uffculme – 
APPROVED 

3. 25/00868/CAT – Notification of intention to reduce 2 conifers by 2-2.5mtrs within the conservation area at Old 
Bridge House, 2 Bridge Street, Uffculme – APPROVED 

4. 25/00869/CAT – Notification of intention to reduce beech hedge and beech trees by approx. 5m to form a 1.8m 
hedge at Land and Buildings at NGR 306303 112440 Adjacent to 19 Coldharbour, Coldharbour, Uffculme – 
APPROVED 
 

Tree Preservation Orders 
None 
 

Planning Committee 
None 
 

Planning Appeals 
None 
 

Planning Applications 
As attached 
 

Meeting Close – 19:53 
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25/00404/FULL – Erection of garages, store and log store with room above and 2 stables following the 
demolition of existing log and equipment shed at Land and Buildings at NGR 311018 109252 South Farm, 
Blackborough  
The parish council objects to this planning application.  The application states that the purpose is to 
“reinstate an existing planning consent for these buildings which has recently elapsed”, however, this 
application does not match with the previously granted permission, planning consent 19/01211/FULL, 
and its condition 3 – where the building shall only be used for non-habitable purposes (stables, vehicle 
parking, equipment/feed/material storage, and incidental activities) and that the buildings shall not 
be used as habitable accommodation, whether for tourism or residential purposes.   
 
The current application includes the introduction of a first-floor room above the garage, which creates 
unjustified scope for residential or tourism use, directly contradicting the original restriction.  The 
application site lies outside settlement limits, where development must comply with the sustainable 
development objectives of both Policy S14 (Countryside) and Policy DM24 (Rural Adaptation of 
Buildings). 

 Policy S14 restricts new development in the countryside unless it is essential for 
agricultural or similar rural needs. 

 The proposal risks setting a precedent for piecemeal, unsustainable residential 
intensification in a rural area, contrary to the aims of strategic countryside protection. 

Notably, the applicant has recently received approval to remove tourism restrictions from two other 
properties on site (ref. 25/00451/FULL), explicitly acknowledging that tourism use is no longer viable 
in this location. This undermines any argument that additional habitable or tourism-related 
development is appropriate or justified. 
 
The application underestimates traffic impacts. Equine and equipment storage can introduce frequent 
large vehicle movements, including deliveries and horsebox traffic, which may be unsustainable on 
rural lanes without mitigation - Policy DM21 requires development to not result in unacceptable 
increase in traffic on the local network. In addition, Policy DM22 and DM24 stress that equestrian or 
rural development must not be used as a ‘back door’ to new residential use, which is a key concern in 
this application. 
 
Should the Planning Officer be minded to approve this application, Uffculme Parish Council strongly 
requests that Condition 3 of the 2019 consent (19/01211/FULL) — prohibiting residential or tourism 
use — be explicitly reimposed and rigorously enforced. 
 
At the time of review, detailed elevation and building designs were not made available to the Parish 
Council. As such, no assessment could be made of their visual or landscape impact. However, the 
absence of this information further undermines the application’s validity, and the Parish Council 
considers that no detailed design is likely to overcome the above material objections. 
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25/00962/CAT – Notification of intention to remove 4 lower stems/branches and reduce height of 1 
Maple by approximately 2m; reduce height of 1 Hazel by 1.5m; reduce the height of 1 Holly by 2m; 
reduce and prune 1 Hazel away from Cherry; lift the crown of 1 Birch from driveway; trim back a group 
of trees from neighbours yard and shed; crown reduce 2 groups of Birch trees and trim a group of 
Lawson Cypress trees within the Conservation Area at Curwood House, Kents Close, Uffculme1 
 
The parish council has no objections in respect of this planning application.  
 

  

 
1 Councillor Phil Cornish declared an interest in this planning application and did not take part in discussions or 
resolutions. 
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DCC/4419/2024 – Erection and operation of Photo-voltaic (PV) panels, associated Works (including 
transformers, battery storage facility, security fencing), landscaping and retrospective application for the 
importation of soils to provide a suitable development platform at Broadpath Landfill Site, Road From 
Down Farm Cross To Hillhead Quarry, Uffculme, Devon, EX15 3EP  
The parish council objects to this planning application.  We support the principle of renewable energy 
development on restored landfill sites and acknowledge the alignment with local and national policy 
objectives around energy security and net zero commitments.  This application shows potential 
alignment with strategic renewable energy goals, however, critical technical and regulatory issues 
remain unresolved. The retrospective soil importation is not currently justifiable within policy or 
permitting frameworks, and supporting documentation on drainage and restoration is incomplete.  
We therefore recommend that the application is not approved unless these issues are satisfactorily 
addressed and relevant consultees (notably the Environment Agency and LLFA) formally withdraw 
their objections. 
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New Premises Licence – Hillhead Farm, Uffculme  
The parish council has no objections in respect of this planning application. 
 

 


